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WELD, WAMPANOAG TRIBE SIGN AGREEMENT FOR 
GAMING AND FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX; 
THOUSANDS OF JOBS FORECAST FOR BRISTOL COUNTY 
NEW BEDFORD -- Governor William Weld and the Wampanoag Tribe 
of Gay Head today signed a Memorandum of Understanding for a 
gaming and family entertainment complex in New Bedford that is 
expscted tc create 5,000 to 7,000 jobs in Bristol County. 
surrounded by New Bedford community leaders, labor union 
officials and members of the Wampanoag tribe, Weld said, "This 
agreement is going to breathe new life into a proud tribe and 
into a proud region which has suffered greatly during the 
recession." 
"This is great news for New Bedford, Fall River, and all of 
Bristol County," said Lt. Governor Cellucci. "This agreement 
will bring jobs and tourists to Southeastern Massachusetts just 
when the region most needs a shot of economic life." 
New Bedford Mayor Rosemary S. Tierney said, "This is a 
historic day for New Bedford. There has been overwhelming 
support for this project at the local level." 
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"Governor Weld has enabled New Bedford and Southeastern 
Massachusetts to begin a process of economic revitalization," 
Tierney added. nThe agreement with the Wampanoag Tribe will not 
only benefit its members with self-sufficiency and a strong 
tribal government, it will also provide our residents and those 
in the entire region with much needed jobsen 
The memorandum restricts gaming in Eastern Massachusetts to 
the New Bedford casino for six years and establishes a $105 
million annual target contribution from the Tribe to the state 
and to Bristol County communities. The contribution could 
increase or decrease depending on the level of gross gaming 
revenues. 
Weld noted that the agreement calls for ten percent of the 
Tribe's contribution to be paid to Bristol County cities and 
towns. i 
"New Bedford, Fall River and all of Southeastern 
Massachusetts will not only get a significant economic boost from 
this complex, but they'll also get added -- and needed -- help 
with financing municipal services,81 said Weld. 
Congressman Barney Frank said, "1 am pleased that working 
together we have been able to bring about this important economic 
benefit for New Bedford and all of Southeastern Massachusetts. 
I congratulate Mayor Tierney, the New Bedford City Council and 
Governor Weld for working cooperatively on this project." 
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The agreement also: 
a Establishes a hiring preference at the complex for Tribe 
members, other Native Americans, and residents of Bristol County; 
Subjects the facility, its managers and employees to 
strict regulation and oversight, including licensing; 
Gives law enforcement jurisdiction to the Commonwealth and 
allows the state's law enforcement agencies free access to all 
areas of the gaming facility, with or without notice to the 
Tribe; and 
Makes the Tribe's contribution to the state and local 
communities dependent on there being no other casino in 
Massachusetts. Excepted from this, if authorized by the 
Legislature, is one casino in Hampden County, pending voter 
approval, and up to 400 gaming machines at each of the state's 
four racetracks. 
qqFrom our days as harpooners and steerers aboard those long 
whaling voyages -- so much a part of New Bedford's early history 
-- we can now work together to ride the crest of this economic 
development initiative in the 21st century," said Beverly Wright, 
Chairperson of the Wampanoag Tribe. 
"~lthough not a panacea for all our economic challenges, a 
New Bedford casino and theme park, if done well, will bring jobs 
to a community that is desperate for jobs,Iq said state Senator 
Mark Montigny. "The Governor and his staff have worked with us 
to ensure that New Bedford's area needs are paramount in these 
complex negotiations." 
Before the Commonwealth enters into a Tribal-State compact, 
as required under the federal Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(IGRA), the Tribe must finalize the purchase of the New Bedford 
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site and acquire the necessary federal approvals. Once these 
federal approvals are obtained, Weld said he will submit the 
agreement to the Legislature for approval or rejection in its 
entirety. 
Weld added: "If this entertainment facility on newly- 
acquired tribal land in New Bedford isn't eventually approved, 
the result will be the establishment of a casino on Martha's 
Vineyard, where the Tribe has the right to set it up on their 
land under IGRA. This would be a lower-grossing casino with many 
fewer jobs and would fail to provide any economic stimulus to 
Southeastern Massachusetts." 
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